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RELAY FOR LIFE — BUNBURY 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [12.51 pm]: I bring to the attention of Parliament the success of Bunbury’s 
annual Relay for Life, which raises money for the Cancer Council Western Australia. The event has been held in 
our city for the past 13 years and in that time has raised over $3.3 million, including $273 000 this year. The 
money goes towards lifesaving research into new cancer treatments and supporting cancer patients and their 
families. This includes the Cancer Council’s Bunbury support centre, which is known as Dot’s Place. Relay for 
Life is a global fundraiser, but the Bunbury community adds its own special touches and punches above its 
weight in terms of money raised. In 2014, it was recognised as the highest fundraising regional relay throughout 
Australia, and in WA was second only to Perth in terms of dollars raised. It is a grassroots community event, 
with teams getting together throughout the year to host fundraisers ranging from garage sales to gala dinners. 

It all culminates in November each year with the relay itself, when team members keep a baton moving around 
an oval for 24 hours to symbolise that cancer never sleeps. It is driven by a dedicated group of people, including 
an event leadership team, volunteers and local sponsors and supporters, and I pay tribute to their tireless efforts 
and generosity. They provide thousands of dollars’ worth of support and prizes and many hundreds of hours of 
work, not just on the relay weekend, but throughout the year. It shows that the strength of a community truly lies 
in its people. 

I also mention two corporate teams that go over and above the call every year—Summit Realty South West’s 
Summit Stars and Bunbury Toyota’s Racing for a Cure. My congratulations go to everyone involved in 
Relay for Life at every level and, on behalf of anyone whose life has been touched by cancer, they have my 
heartfelt gratitude. 
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